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CLAIMS 




. A temainal for processing digital audio-visual or multimedia data including a data processing system 
and a mernpry, characterised in that the data processing system stores in the memory user profile data 
relating to tha characteristics or preferences of a plurality of types of user of the terminal. 



2. A terminal as ojaimed in claim 1, where the user profile is defined in relation to a mode of operation of 
the tenminal. 

10 3. A terminal as claimed^n claim 1 ^©fS2. where the user profile is defined in relation to the connection of 
C3 an external device. 



6- 
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4. A terminal as claimed in a ny^rocodi Rg-claifn, where a user profile is personalised In relation to the 
identity of the operator. 

5. A terminal as claimed in a ny pr e coqjng etetm, where the user profile data includes resource data 
indicating the resources within the terminal accessible by each user. 



6. A terminal as claimed in claim 5 where thb user profile data includes priority data Indicating the priority 
20 of each user in respect of access to one or mo(e resources of the tenminal. 

_ ^. dec m \ 

7. A terminal as claimed in aRy-pr e c edin g cla tm vwiere the user profile data comprises data relating to the 
attributes of information to be supplied to each user\ 



Cla-'m 1 \ 

Q.^^ 25 8. A terminal as claimed in aRy-pF©G©^H=^g-etetm whereVhe user profile data comprises data relating to the 
actions permitted by each user. 



I in any prftcedtf^gn 



9. A terminal as claimed in a n y pre ce d i ng ola im where somfe or all of the characteristics or preferences of 
the user profile data are modifiable during normal operation oKthe terminal by an operator. 



30 
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1 (X A terminal as claimed in any p r oc o din g-eiaim where some or all of the user profile data is 
predetermined by the dala processing system of the terminal. 



1 1 . Aterminal as claimed in-apy-fifeeedi ng c l am where the terminal comprises a data processing system 



compriaing, inter alia, a virtual machine and an object oriented application interface layer comprising a 
plurality of class libraries. 

12. A termine^J as claimed in claim 11 , in which the application interface layer may comprise one or more 
class libraries oefining the operation of the virtual machine with respect to user profile data. 

13. A terminal as oJaimed in claim 1 1 in which the application interface layer comprises a class 
library dedicated to rr^emory management of user profile data in the memory cache of the terminal. 

14. A terminal as claimetl in any of cla i mc 11 to 1 0 in which the application interface layer comprises one 



"1 5 or more user profile class «{3raries adapted to define the characteristics of the data to be stored in the user 
^ profiles. 



20 



15. A terminal as claimed in claVn 14, in which the user profile class libraries comprise a generic class 
library associated with the definitim of generic characteristics of user profile data, and one or more sub- 
class libraries associated with the olefinitions of characteristics associated with a specific user profile. 



16. A terminal as claimed in any - procdd i ng c l aim comprising a decoder adapted to receive data 
transmissions in a digital transmission syptem. 



25 17. A method of operation of a terminal for processing digital audio-visual or multimedia data including a 
data processing system and a cache memor\characterised by the step of storing in the temninal memory 
user profile relating to the characteristics or preferences of plurality of users of the terminal. 
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